Northern Virginia Archers
October 2020 On-line Meeting
Date of Meeting: October 2, 2020
Time: 7:05 pm to 8:17 pm
NORVA members present:
John Shea
Uwe Jacobs
Gerry Petraitis
Jim Libovicz
Celeste Otsuka
Simon Mouer

Jeff Van de Vaarst Rodney Roberts
David Burpee
Mark Finkenstaedt

Signing in at NORVA
NORVA is open! Please note that we have a new sign-in procedure. You must do so on-line.
Please use the electronic sign-in form (https://www.novaarchers.org/signin.html). Should you
not have a smartphone available, you can sign-in and out from your home computer even after
the fact. Also, guests need to sign the liability waiver at
(https://www.novaarchers.org/guest_waiver.html) once per calendar year. Do not use the paper
form. For detailed information, see the Electronic Range Book Instructions at
(https://www.novaarchers.org/docs/NORVA%20electronic%20range%20book.pdf).

Message from the Board
As required in Article 4, Section 9 of NORVA’s by-laws, this Newsletter is a report to the
membership of the Board’s actions. It also constitutes the minutes from the October 2020
meeting.

The October 2020 meeting was held on-line and led by club Treasurer/Secretary John Shea.

Elections
The first order of business of the meeting was the election of club Officers for 2021. The
nominees were:
President
Vice President
Secretary/Treasurer

Joe Wolfe
Chris Foster
John Shea

No other nominations were presented. At the meeting they were unanimously elected.
Congratulations to the 2021 NORVA Officers!
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By-Laws Rewrite Project
Treasurer/Secretary John Shea has been working on a much-needed revision and update to the
club’s by-laws. At the October meeting, the Preamble and the first three Articles of the By-Laws
were discussed. Prior to the meeting, John has circulated his proposed revisions to club
members.
Preamble. Minor changes were proposed for the Preamble. The changes were unanimously
accepted. It now reads as follows:

Article 1. Article 1 of the By-Laws is the club’s mission statement. The proposed revision
contained some clarifying language. It also removed reference to the number of targets on the
Field and 3-D ranges, as these references were too specific for by-laws. These changes were also
unanimously approved. They now read:

Article 2. There were no proposed changes to Article 2.
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Article 3. This Article covers Membership, Dues and Fees. It has eight Sections on various
aspects of this topic. Additionally, John proposed to add one more Section (on Life
Memberships). After some discussion and some suggestions for minor non-substantive
revisions, the changes were unanimously approved, with the exception of the proposed changes
to Section 6(a). This section covers the requirement that the Officers be members of the Virginia
Bowhunters Association (VBA) and the National Field Archery Association. There was a
discussion as to whether the club should pay the Officers’ membership fees for these
associations. The meeting attendees felt it best to table the specifics of this Section for a future
meeting.
Section 1 describes who may be a member. Under the accepted revision it now reads as follows:

Section 2 defines Adult Members. Its revision is the following:

Section 3 defines Household Memberships. Its new version is:

Section 4 originally covered Youth Membership. Because youth memberships are now included
in the revised version of Section 3, the contents of Section 4 have been deleted and marked
“Reserved.”
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Section 5 covers club dues, fees, and payments. The approved revision reads as follows:

Section 6 discusses NORVA’s affiliation with the VBA. It also discusses membership in other
archery associations. The new version reads as follows:

Section 7 covers dues.

New Section 8 allows for the awarding of Life Memberships. It reads as follows:
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Web Master (Uwe Jacobs)
The NORVA webpage has received a facelift. It has been moved to a content management
system. It still contains the same general layout and valuable information, but now all pages and
forms look uniform. The menu on top has been rearranged to fit all links. A new “sign in”
shortcut allows for quick access to the range sign-in form.
More than 750 people joined the NORVA Facebook page as of October 2020. The closed group
requires permission to join. It is usually granted in a few hours. Meet other NORVA members,
get important information first-hand, watch the images, swap gear, and so on. Check it out if
you are not a member yet!
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Membership Chairman (Gerry Petraitis)
The October orientation was the last one for the 2020 calendar year and it brought us 9 new
members. The club will finish the year with 408 members, which is pretty impressive given that
we had only 272 at the end of March when COVID set in. This was a group effort, and it
allowed the club to thrive in an uncertain time. Congratulations to all of our new members and
welcome to the club!
For those of you that joined the club this year, the renewal process allows you to maintain access
to NORVA and enrollment in the VBA without interruption. You only need to attend an
orientation once as a new member. In the past we’ve received renewal forms in the mail and at
club meetings, but this year our webmaster is creating forms that will allow members to renew
online. This both modernizes the process and makes it easier to process all the renewals. There
will be more information about electronic renewals in the next month or two.
There are no more orientations this year. The first orientation for 2021 will be in February 2021
(weather and interest permitting). If you know someone that wants to join the club, have them
visit the JOIN page on the club website for information.

Treasurer’s Report (John Shea)
The September financial statement:
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